
KAIMUKI NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 4

                 c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 400  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                                PHONE (808) 527-5749  FAX (808) 527-5760  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 16, 2006
LILIUOKALANI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Abe at 7:04 p.m.  A quorum was present.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Eduardo Hernandez, Daniel Nahoopii, Mike Abe, Daniel Carvalho, Randolph Hack, 
Sharon Schneider.

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Abigail Leong, Jim Cone.

GUESTS: James Toyooka (DOE), Lydia Chock (Leahi Hospital), Capt. R. Green, Lt. A. Ahlo, Sgt. H. Ishida, 
Detective C. Cropuz, Officer A. Rivers, Officer J. Hendricks (HPD), Matt Tuthill, Eugene Young, Chester Lao, 
Glenn Yamasaki,k Mel Kihara (Mel’s Barber), Eric Wong (Kaimuki Business and Professional Association), Susan 
Jackson (Governor’s Office), Gordon Tam (Tam’s Shoe Repair), Kaui Yamane (Representative Scott Nishimoto’s 
Office),  Representative Barbara Marumoto, Jay Ishibashi (Mayor’s Office), Daisy Murai, Lori Yamada, Sam 
Suzuki, Representative Calvin Say, Councilmember Charles Djou, Stan Fichtman (Councilmember Charles Djou’s 
Office), Capt. R. Marshman (HPD-Kaimuki Station), Michelle and Sonjna Acedo, Senator Les Ihara, Jr., S. 
Sonoda, B. Yamane, Dean Chu (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS:

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT – Lt. Ahlo reported the following:

1. A written report distributed earlier includes area statistics for July that show an increase in unauthorized 
entry into motor vehicles, and a brochure on Protect Yourself From Telephone Fraud. 

2. The ATV Patrol of the area between Diamond Head and Makapuu, issued citations for 43 liquor law 
violations, 1 illegal camping, 2 open lewdness, 1 dog in the park.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. The number of thefts fluctuates, and is not necessarily related to school not being in session.

2. There is usually an increase in thefts from vehicles in the University of Hawaii area when classes start.

3. The Crime Reduction Unit and the Narcotics/Vice Division are working on problems with drug houses.

Capt. Green, Lt. Ahlo, Sgt. Ishida, Detective Cropuz, Officer Rivers, and Officer Hendricks were thanked for 
attending the meeting.

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT – The Fire Department was unavailable at this time as they were on a call.

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY – Chester Lao, from the Board of Water Supply, reported the following:

1. The recent Unthirsty Plant Sale was well-attended.

2. The increase in water rates and changes to the sewer rates will result in water costing approximately 
$3.00 per 1,000 gallons.

Lao was thanked for his report.

BOARD VACANCIES, THREE SEATS IN SUBDISTRICT 1 – No interested candidates were present.
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PUBLIC CONCERNS:  None.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

MAYOR’S OFFICE – Jay Ishibashi, representing the Mayor’s Office, reported the following in response to 
questions from the last meeting:

1. The sidewalk bulbout on Koko Head Avenue, makai of Waialae Avenue will be redesigned.  A progress 
report will made at the next meeting.

2. Repairs to the Kapaolono Park swimming pool are anticipated to be completed in September or October 
2006, the contractor is resolving issues on the concrete substrate before commencing with ceramic tile 
work.

3. The Notice to Proceed has been issued for renovation of Maunalani Park Recreation Center.

4. Bulky trash collection on 16th Avenue was a week late due to a lack of manpower.  Also, stripping of 
parts from appliances put out for bulky trash collection is scavenging and an illegal activity.

5. Plans for the Kaimuki municipal parking lot attendant controlled parking project are being finalized, and 
may be modified during negotiations with potential vendors.  Discussion followed on whether or not there 
are actually plans as there is interest in seeing those plans, including the location of entrances, traffic 
patterns, etc., but no plans have been seen by the Board.  Board members requested receipt of the 
Request for Proposals.

Parking rates for the lot will be 75 cents per hour for the first two hours, with the first 20 minutes free to 
accommodate pick-ups and take-out diners, and $1.50 an hour thereafter.  Saturday, Sunday, and 
holiday rates would be 75 cents an hour all day.

There is an opt out provision in the contract if the attendant parking does not work.

The City has determined private contractor contracts are more cost-effective than using City employees to 
operate the lot.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. An update on the status of the temporary sidewalk bulbout at Waialae and Koko Head avenues, fronting 
the Goodwill store, was requested. In its present configuration the bulbout blocks the crosswalk and there 
is no ADA ramp at this location.

2. Opposition to the attendant parking plan was expressed by a restaurant owner whose customers have 
said if they see a line of cars waiting to get into the parking lot, they would go somewhere else, but 
currently they circle the lot until they find a space.  Building the parking structure was favored instead.

3. A question was raised about whether or not a computer model was done on the traffic flow.

4. A day long test of the attendant controlled lot plan was suggested.

5.   Concern was expressed about the cost of the parking structure exceeding estimates.

Ishibashi was thanked for attending the meeting.

The agenda was deferred as the Fire Department representative has arrived.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS, CONTINUED:

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT - Capt. Marshman, from the Kaimuki Station, reported the following:
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1. Last month the ladder company responded to 4 structure fires, 69 medical emergencies, 2 search and 
rescue; the engine company responded to 16 structure fires, 6 miscellaneous calls, 14 activated alarms, 
and 14 medical emergencies, mostly in the mountainous area less readily accessible by the ladder 
company.

2. The Fire Safety Tip:  August is the start of a new school year.  Be careful while driving near schools and 
be aware of students crossing the street.  Take the time to teach your children how to cross the street 
safety and remind them to call 911 for emergencies.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

Modifications have been made to the sprinkler system fronting the station.  It is hoped this and adjusting 
how long the sprinklers are used will correct a problem with water runoff.

The order of the agenda resumed.

Capt. Marshman was thanked for attending the meeting.

ELECTED OFFICIALS, CONTINUED:

COUNCILMEMBER CHARLES DJOU – Councilmember Djou reported the following:

1. At its meeting today the Council passed a bill to limit the number of parades and street closures in Waikiki 
and discussed, but did not take action to raise tow truck fees.

2. The Department of Design and Construction is working on addressing flooding problems on Wilhelmina 
Rise.

3. He is unopposed in the election for his Council seat.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

The Council sets parking meter fees, but the Administration has the authority to set fees for parking lots.

Councilmember Djou was thanked for attending the meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER ANN KOBAYASHI – Councilmember Kobayashi was unable to attend the meeting.  A 
written report was made available.

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE –Dr. Susan Jackson, representing the Governor’s Office, reported the following:

1. OHA has donated $1 million to the State to help address the homeless problem.  The 
Administration is looking for additional funding.

2. Work is being done on the budget and bills in preparation for the next session of the legislature.

3. Everyone should have an emergency preparedness kit with at least three days worth of supplies.  
Your emergency planning should include contact telephone numbers and use of numbers on the 
mainland was suggested in case calls to local numbers are not possible.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

A list of supplies for emergency preparedness kits will be provided at the next Board meeting.

Jackson was thanked for attending the meeting.
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SENATOR LES IHARA, JR. – Senator Ihara reported he is working with the University of Hawaii Public Policy 
Center on arranging dialog meetings with Neighborhood Board members to discuss the sunshine law.  The 
Diamond Head/Kapahulu/St. Louis Heights Neighborhood Board has expressed interest in participating in such 
meetings.  Discussion followed and members also expressed interest in participating.  Senator Ihara will follow up 
with the Board when meetings are arranged.

Senator Ihara also reported he is serving on a Joint Legislative Committee on Family Care Giving, relating to 
elder care.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.  Senator Ihara was thanked for attending the meeting.

REPRESENTATIVE CALVIN SAY – Representative Say distributed his newsletter and highlighted/added the 
following:

1. During the last session of the legislature passed bills that benefit the elderly community including: 
a) Criminal History Checks, assuring Care Home Availability for Medicaid recipients, Program for 
All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly extended for two years, establishment of the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Caregiving, and funding for Family Caregiver Support Services.

2. Consideration is being given to the use of mobile homes to help address the homelessness 
problem.

3. Work is being done to address concerns about flooding in the Wilhelmina Rise area.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.  Representative Say was thanked for attending the meeting.

REPRESENTATIVE BARBARA MARUMOTO – Representative Marumoto distributed her newsletter and 
highlighted/added the following:

1. The legislature has established, and she serves on the Kupuna Caucus which will discuss and determine 
what senior issues, including long term care, health problems, drug costs, insurance, etc., to promote in 
the next session.

2. Suggestions for bills to be introduced next session are welcome.  Waiting until the start of the session to 
make such suggestions is too late.

3. The Board of Education is working on a new Weighted Student Formula.  James Toyooka, principal of 
Liliuokalani Elementary School, related some of the adverse impacts the current formula has had on his 
school.  It was noted that under the current formula, East Oahu schools are loosing funds while West 
Oahu schools are gaining funds.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.  Representative Marumoto was thanked for attending the 
meeting.

REPRESENTATIVE SCOTT NISHIMOTO - Kaui Yamane, from Representative Nishimoto’s Office, distributed the 
monthly report and highlighted/added the following:

1. The area’s elected representatives are sponsoring a mass transit town meeting, September 14, 
Washington Middle School, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

2. The next community clean up of old appliances, newspaper, cardboard, beverage containers, old 
tires, car batteries, usable clothing, household items, and green waste, is October 14, Kaimuki 
High School, 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Proceeds will benefit the Kapahulu Center, Kaimuki High 
School, and the Moiliili Community Center.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.
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REPRESENTATIVE LYLA BERG – Representative Berg distributed her monthly report and some informational 
materials, and highlighted/added the following:

1. Hawaii 2050 Sustainability Task Force meeting, August 26, Dole Ballrooms.

2. East Honolulu Community Meeting: Economic Prosperity for Hawaii, August 28, Kahala 
Elementary School.

3. Recycling Community Clean-Up Day, September 9, Maunalua Bay, Hawaii Kai Boat Ramp.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.  Representative Berg was thanked for attending the meeting.

PENDING BUSINESS:

KAIMUKI PARKING PROBLEM, UPDATE BY CITY ADMINISTRATION – Previously discussed under Mayor’s 
Office report.

NEW BUSINESS:

MOTION TO CENSURE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY REGARDING 2004 $500,000 BONUSES PAID TO 
EMPLOYEES AND REQUEST OTHER NEIGHBORHOOD BOARDS JOIN ACTION – Hernandez reviewed a 
July 27 Honolulu Advertiser newspaper article about the Board of Water Supply’s manager and chief engineer, 
the deputy manager, and other employees receiving over $500,000 in bonuses for work that included preparation 
of a strategic plan.  Hernandez noted that he unsuccessfully tried to obtain a copy of this plan.  Hernandez 
moved and Hack seconded that the Board requests answers from the Board of Water Supply in the form 
of: a) strategic plan, b) lists of specific performance goals that were given and achieved, and c) water rate 
increase.  Discussion followed where Lao noted that the law that allowed the awarding of bonuses and had a 
sunset date which has since passed, and that the bulk of the bonuses were received by approximately ten private 
consultants from the Mainland who worked for the BWS for only a short time.  The rate increase was initiated at 
the consultants’ recommendation.  Previously, capital improvement projects had been funded from revenue which 
was high due increased water use caused by low rainfall.  The manager and chief engineer and deputy manager 
who received the bonuses of $63,000 and $54,000 respectively, have since retired.  The new manager and chief 
engineer was commended for his work to date.  The motion carried unanimously.  A committee of Nahoopii, 
Hack and Hernandez will follow up.  Ishibashi reported that the Mayor is looking into this matter further.

RESOLUTION TO THANK KALANI HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE LT. EHREN WATADA FOR HELPING TO 
HIGHLIGHT THE IRAQ WAR AS UNJUST AND ILLEGAL – Hernandez reported that local and national groups 
are supporting Lt. Watada in his opposition to the Iraq War.  Hernandez moved and Hack seconded that the 
Board become an endorsing signature to support Lt. Watada on his website at:  thankyoult.org.  
Discussion followed with comments: for the motion, about persons’ responsibilities when they join the military, and 
others who did their duty in the past.  The motion failed, 1-4-1.  Yea:  Hernandez.  Nay:  Schneider, Abe, 
Carvalho, Hack.  Abstain:  Nahoopii.

MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING FOR REFRESHMENTS AT MEETINGS:  Hernandez moved and Hack 
seconded that the Board approve funding for refreshments at meetings.  The motion carried 
unanimously.

MOTION TO SPONSOR CANDIDATE FORUM – Discussion followed.  Hack moved and Schneider seconded 
that the Board sponsor two forums, in September with candidates for the Board of Education and State 
Senate, and in October with candidates for the State House, State Senate, and Board of Education.  
Candidates would be given the opportunity to make a statement, followed by questions from t he 
audience.  The motion carried unanimously.  Hernandez will coordinate the forums.

CHAIR’S REPORT, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NOTICES:  Chair Abe reported the City Auditor has released the 
report of the audit on the Neighborhood Commission Office, which is available on the City’s website.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JULY 19, 2006 REGULAR MEETING – The following correction was made:
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Page 8, under Next Meeting’s Agenda, add “A request for presentations by the Neighborhood 
Commission on any formal/informal procedures for City departments such as Administrative Rules or 
operational procedures that address Neighborhood Boards.”

Hack moved and Hernandez seconded that the minutes be approved as corrected.  The motion carried 
unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Hack reported for the month of July the Operating Account balance was $1459.91, 
the Publicity Account balance was $1371.00, and the Refreshment Account balance was $120.00.

NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA:  No report.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m.

Submitted by,

Dean Chu
Neighborhood Assistant


